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The historiographies of the British occupation of
Manila and Cavite often inhabit two types of
imaginaries. One is tethered to the narrow, inter-imperial
wranglings between Great Britain and Spain, with their
competing explorations of might or blame, haggling over
unpaid ransoms and valuations over winning and losing. In
the case of the Filipinos, this singular event is linked to a
vague yet powerful sense of plunder and loss. Philippine
websites, textbooks, historical markers of many of the
churches in Luzon, persistently, and almost exclusively
present the British occupation only as a culprit for the loss
of beautiful architectural structures, precious religious art,
rare artefacts, and objects of knowledge like maps, and
manuscripts.
This year’s iteration of the SOAS Annual Philippine
Studies Conference hopes to move beyond narrow or

Call for Abstracts
Topics relating to the British Invasion may include
• Local histories of collaborations or resistances
• Key players - from the British and Spanish soldiers,
officers, the religious orders, native militiamen, the
Chinese and Indian sepoys.
• Effect of the event on Philippine material, architectural
and visual cultures
• Philippine objects of knowledge and their dispersal
• Analysis of primary sources
• Inter-imperial realignments leading to and after the
invasion
• Socio -economic reversals and new opportunities

Deadline: 30 June 2022
for abstracts and art proposals
Please upload here: https://bit.ly/3Lg1XU0

mythologizing narratives of this singular event. With an
emphasis on the analysis and critical use of primary source
materials, the conference will explore productive ways of
historicizing the occupation by centering on issues of
Philippine agency and resistance, non-European
trans-imperial conditions and contexts, and
on-the-ground repercussions, specially in relation to
Philippine material culture, socio-economies, and local
and pan-Asian histories. Through roundtable discussions,
we also hope to shift towards more reparative approaches
to dealing with the indisputable loss of lives and material
culture that resulted from the British occupation.
With these shifts in methodology and focus, the
conference hopes to contribute to a body of discourse
that transcends the prevailing socio-historical and mythic
narratives of power and loss.

• Transregional underpinnings and effects of the Invasion
in relation to South and South East Asia
• The place of the Invasion in global history and the
history of ideas
Proposals for presentations should include a title, an
abstract (200 words), institutional affiliation, a bio sketch
(100 words).
Call for Exhibitions
If you have creative work on or about the 1762 Invasion,
send a sample or preview of your work with a 200 word
description and a bio sketch (max. 100 words) Accepted
works will be exhibited at the conference.

