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Appendix D 

 
Faith facilities provision for students at SOAS  

– discussion paper presented by the Students’ Union 

 

At the moment, SOAS provides the following facilities for worship on its campus: a 

designated female Muslim prayer room in the Brunei Gallery building, a designated male 

Muslim prayer room on the lower ground floor of the main Russell Square building (room 

L65), and a multi-faith space on the 2nd floor of the Vernon Square campus (V220). The 

Chaplaincy office on the 4th floor of the Faber Building (F403) is also available for students 

of Christian faith for prayer and spiritual practice, even if it is currently under used and 

difficult to access. 

 

The Islamic Students' Society (ISOC) also have a standing booking in the timetabled room 

bookings system to use L67 on a Friday afternoon for Friday prayers.  

 

Throughout this year, there have been increasing requests from students of other faith 

groups for the provision of a multi-faith, non-denominational prayer and meditation facility on 

the Russell Square site. The lack of an adequate multi-faith space on the campus that is 

most used by students is an issue that, we believe, should be rectified as soon as possible, 

to make sure that all students have adequate access to worship facilities. This is a crucial 

part of a high quality student experience and is also important for reasons related to equality 

and diversity. 

 

With the current review of space usage which will be ongoing as part of the North Block 

acquisition, and the various estates developments which are taking place from next year, we 

believe this is an appropriate time to raise this issue to identify an appropriate solution. 

 

In the short term, we have identified two possible solutions for the provision of a multi faith 

facility on or in the vicinity of SOAS Russell Square campus: 

 

1) The preferred solution from the Students’ Union point of view would be the designation of 

a multi-faith, meditation space in one of the main buildings of the Russell Square campus. 

A possible suggested option could be using room 389 from September 2012, which is 

currently used as the Research Students common room, considering that the new Doctoral 

School will be functional by then.  

 

2) If the designation of a room on the SOAS Russell Square campus is impossible for issues 

of space constraint, we suggest that the School and the Students’ Union work together to put 

in place an agreement with one of the colleges nearby (for example, Birkbeck or IOE) to 

allow SOAS students to use the multi-faith/meditation facilities which are currently available 

on their campuses. 

 

In the long term, we propose that an adequate multi-faith prayer room is designated as part 

of the space reallocation that will follow the acquisition of the North Block / Centennial 

building, and that this is treated as a high priority issue. 

 


