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Programme specification 2012/2013 
 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
The following information forms the programme specification at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London. It gives definitive 
information relating to a programme of study and is written for a public 
audience, particularly prospective and current students. It is also used for other 
purposes such as initial programme approval, and is therefore produced at the 
start of the programme development process. Once approved, it forms the base-
line information for all statements relating to the programme and is updated as 
approved amendments are made. 
 
CORE INFORMATION 
Programme title BA Islamic Studies 
Final award BA Honours 
Intermediate awards n/a 
Mode of attendance Full-time 
UCAS code T601 BA/IS 
Professional body accreditation n/a 
Date specification created/updated 11/04/2011 
 
WHY CHOOSE THIS PROGRAMME?  
 
Why study at SOAS? SOAS is unique as the only higher 

education institution in the UK 
specialising in the study of Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East. The School also has 
the largest concentration of specialist 
faculty concerned with the study of these 
areas at any university in the world. 
SOAS is consistently ranked among the 
top higher education institutions in the 
UK and the world and it also offers a 
friendly, vibrant environment for students 
in a diverse and close-knit community. 
 

What is special about this programme? The BA in Islamic Studies provides 
students with knowledge and 
understanding of the core textual tradition 
of Islam, and through this engages with 
religious, philosophical and wider 
intellectual discourses of Islam.  Texts 
will be studied in English translation, but 
students also receive some grounding in 
Arabic or another language widely used 
in Islamic societies.  Through optional 
courses, students will be able to access 
SOAS's unrivalled scholarship and 
teaching concerned with Islamic art, 
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music, culture, history and politics. 
Who would it suit? those wishing to 

• do further research on Islam; 
• teach about Islam in colleges and 

secondary schools; 
• become community leaders and 

imams 
• work in the media, government, 

business 
Programme structure Students take four course units per year, 

consisting of thematic and language 
courses, as well as optional courses 
which allow students to develop specific 
interests.  In addition to a language 
course in Arabic in Year 1, students can 
choose language courses from a wide 
range of languages relevant to the study 
of Islam including Indonesian, Urdu, 
Bengali, Somali, Swahili and Hausa. 

Assessment summary Assessment for language courses 
typically involves a balance between 
classroom tests and/or written 
coursework during the year (20%), oral 
exam (20%), and written exam (60% ). 
Assessment for literature and culture 
courses typically involves a balance 
between coursework essays (30%) and 
final written exam (70%).  

 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 
SOAS has general minimum entrance requirements for registration for an 
undergraduate degree and these can be viewed at 
(http://www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/ug/entryreq/) 
 

• A Levels: AAB 
• A Level language preferred 
• IB: 36 (6/6/6) 

• BTEC: DDM 
• Scottish Highers: AAABB 
• Scottish Advanced Highers: AAB 
• Irish LC: 340 points from 5 Higher level subjects at grade C1 or above  
• Advanced Placement: 4 4 5 (Two semesters - UCAS Group A) plus US 

HSGD with GPA 3.0 
• Euro Bacc: 80% 
• French Bacc: 14/20 
• German Abitur: 2.0 
• Italy DES: 80/100 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/ug/entryreq/
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• Austria Mat: 2.0 
• Polish Mat: 75% 

A-level language preferred. 
 
PROGRAMME AIMS  
What will this programme give the student an opportunity to achieve? 

• to give the student knowledge and understanding of the core textual tradition 
of Islam (in translation)   

• to provide broad knowledge and understanding of Islamic society and culture, 
mysticism, history, and Islam and Muslims in the modern world, including 
Britain.  

• to provide some grounding in Arabic and other Islamic languages. 
 
 
PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES 
What will the student learn? 
 
Knowledge 

• Some knowledge of classical Arabic and, if opted for, other languages of 
Muslims in different countries in Asia and Africa. 

• Familiarity with the core textual tradition of Islam in English translation 
• A broad knowledge of Islamic thought, history, civilization and culture 
• Some insights into the methodology of Religious Studies.  

 
Intellectual (thinking) skills  

• understanding basic Islamic terms in Arabic and their functions within written 
English texts. 

• understanding and manipulating ideas relating to the non-language courses 
taken. 

• conducting research on a chosen theme. 
• thinking critically. 

 
Subject-based practical skills 

• expressing ideas in well-constructed prose in English. 
• constructing and comprehending arguments 

 
Transferable skills 

• Thinking critically. 
• Developing an appreciation of a foreign language, religion and culture. 
• Absorbing and synthesizing material written from a variety of standpoints. 
• Using IT language and other resources. 
• Evaluating arguments. 
• Presenting (non – assessed) material orally. 
• Conducting some research and presenting findings/arguments in a (sustained) 

written format. 
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PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR GAINING AN 
AWARD 
How will the student’s study be structured? How will they achieve an award? 
 
Structure, duration and requirements for gaining an award 
SOAS has standard requirements relating to the structure and duration of 
undergraduate programmes and for the award and classification of these programmes.  
Details can be found at 
http://www.soas.ac.uk/registry/degreeregulations/file60378.pdf 
 
Programme structure diagram 
Below is a structure diagram for this programme. 
Level Year 

of 
study 

Course code Course title Credit Status Notes 

4 1 155901343 Introduction to the Study 
of the Qur'an 

30 Core  

4/5 1 155901258 The Muslim World: unity 
in diversity 

30 Compulsory  

 1 n/a Arabic Language course at 
suitable level 

30 Compulsory  

 1 n/a Course from the list of 
options or open option 

30 Optional  

5 2 155901337 Biography and Traditions 
of the Prophet Muhammad 

30 Core  

5 2 155901375 Introduction to Sufism 30 Compulsory  

 2 n/a Course from the list of 
options 

30 Optional  

 2 n/a Course from the list of 
options or open option 

30 Optional  

6 3 155901338 Islamic Intellectual 
Tradition 

30 Compulsory  

6 3 155901339 Independent Study Project 
in Islamic Studies 

30 Compulsory  

 3 n/a Course from the list of 
options 

30 Optional  

 3 n/a Course from the list of 
options or open option 

30 Optional  

 
The availability of optional/elective courses may vary in a given academic session due 
to factors such as staff absence and student numbers.  For an up to date list of 
courses running in a given academic session please refer to the degree structures as 
listed on the SOAS website for the degree programmes taught by each Department. 
 
 
List of optional courses 
 
Languages and Cultures: 
Near and Middle East 

• A language unit from the NME department taken at a suitable level 
South Asia 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/registry/degreeregulations/file60378.pdf
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901343.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901343.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901258.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901258.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901337.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901337.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901375.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901338.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901338.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901339.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901339.html
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 A language unit from the following list taken at a suitable level 
• Urdu 
• Bengali 
• Tamil 
• Suitable courses on Indian/Pakistan culture 

Africa 
 A language unit from the following list taken at a suitable level 

• Hausa 
• Somali 
• Swahili 
• Yoruba 

South East Asia 
 A language unit from the following list taken at a suitable level 

• Indonesian 
• Premodern historical texts of Java, Bali and the Malay World in English 

Translation 155901313 
• Jawi and Malay manuscript tradition (0.5 Unit) 155901312 
• Traditional Malay Literature: Adventure Romances in Text and Film 

(0.5 Unit) 155901314 (prerequisite Indonesian Language 1) 
• Traditional Malay Literature: History, Politics And Religion In Texts 

And Film (0.5 Unit) 155901315 (prerequisite Traditional Malay 
Literature: Adventure Romances in Text and Film) 

China and Inner Asia 
 A language unit from the following list taken at a suitable level 

• Chinese 
 
Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
Study of Religions 

• Introduction to the Study of Religions 158000096 
• An Introduction to Islam 157400020 
• Religions of South East Asia 158000107 
• Shi'a Islam: Religious Authority and Community Identity 158000147 
• Messianic Movements in Islamic History 158000149 
• Islam in Britain 158000169 

Art 
• Islamic Architecture 154900107 
• Islamic Painting 154900009 
• The Decorative Arts of Islam 154900109 
• Art and Material Culture of the Islamic World: 7th to 14th Centuries 

154900138 
Music 

• Music of the Middle East and North Africa 155800068 
History 

• H130 Introduction to the History of the Near and Middle East 
154800230 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901313.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901313.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901312.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901314.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155900448.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901315.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901315.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901314.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155901314.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000096.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/157400020.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000107.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000147.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000149.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000169.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154900107.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154900009.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154900109.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154900138.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/155800068.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154800230.html
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• H341 The Middle East in the Period of the Crusades, 1050-1291 
154800254 

• H353 Islamic Reformism in South East Asia 1760s -1960s 154800212 
• H446 History of Iran: Qajars to the Islamic Republic (I) 154800234 

 
Faculty of Law and Social Sciences 
Politics 

• Government and Politics of the Middle East 153400060 
• Islam and Democracy 153400065 
• Government and Politics of South Asia 153400020 
• Southeast Asian Government and Politics 153400022 

Note: Students wishing to take Politics options have to take Introduction to 
Political Study (153400001) as an open option before taking any Politics 
options (it is a prerequisite for all Politics options) 
  
TEACHING, LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT 
What methods will be used to achieve the learning outcomes? 
 
Knowledge 

• Compulsory Arabic in year one of the programme, and optional language 
courses afterwards using IT resources. 

• Compulsory units on the Qur’an, Prophet’s biography and traditions, Islamic 
Intellectual History and Sufism, 

• Options on related subjects. 
• Through observing the methodology of teaching, and more theoretical options 

in the Study of Religion  
 
Intellectual (thinking) skills 

• Arabic Language-classes 
• Islamic Studies course units. 
• Essay-production 
• Tutorials/seminars 
• 3rd-year ISP 

 
Subject-based practical skills 

• Presenting (non-assessed) material orally. 
• Essay-writing 
• Class discussions and essay writing 

 
Transferable skills 

• As above 
 

 
REFERENCE POINTS 
What has been the basis for the design of this programme? 

1. School learning and teaching strategy 
2. Staff research 
3. QAA framework for higher education qualifications 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154800254.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154800212.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/154800234.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/153400060.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/153400065.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/153400020.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/153400022.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/153400001.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/153400001.html
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4. QAA subject benchmark statement Languages and related studies (2007) 
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
SOAS has internal procedures to assure the quality of provision to be offered to 
students and to enhance the quality in the light of experience following delivery, 
taking into account the input of external experts and students. The procedures are set 
out in the School’s Quality Assurance Handbook and can be viewed at 
( http://www.soas.ac.uk/add/qualityassurance/quality-assurance-handbook/). 
 
SOAS is also subject to periodic external review from bodies such as the Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education and relevant professional and statutory  
regulatory bodies. 
 
The procedures described in the Quality Assurance Handbook are in place to provide 
a high quality student experience for those choosing to study at SOAS, and student 
input and evaluation of their experiences is greatly valued. Students make an input to 
the ongoing development of their programmes, and the environment in which they 
operate, in a number of ways, including: 

• formal student evaluation as part of the annual programme review; 
• student representation on School committees at various levels (through the 

Students’ Union) where many relevant issues are discussed. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 

• SOAS Vision and Strategy Statement; 
• Undergraduate Handbook; 
• Quality Assurance Handbook; 
• UCAS website; 
• QAA website. 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/add/qualityassurance/quality-assurance-handbook/
http://www.soas.ac.uk/directorate/soas2016/file23384.pdf
http://www.soas.ac.uk/infocomp/foi/pubscheme/students/file22914.pdf
http://www.soas.ac.uk/add/qualityassurance/quality-assurance-handbook/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/

