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Programme specification 
 
SOAS, University of London 
 
The following information forms the programme specification at SOAS, University 
of London. It gives definitive information relating to a programme of study and is 
written for a public audience, particularly prospective and current students. It is 
also used for other purposes such as initial programme approval, and is therefore 
produced at the start of the programme development process. Once approved, it 
forms the base-line information for all statements relating to the programme and is 
updated as approved amendments are made. 
 
CORE INFORMATION 
Programme title World Philosophies 
Final award BA Hons 
Intermediate awards N/A 
Mode of attendance FT 
UCAS code  V500 
Professional body accreditation N/A 
Date specification created/updated April 2015 
 
 
WHY CHOOSE THIS PROGRAMME?  
(This information will be used for marketing purposes as summary information about the 
programme for prospective students. It should be written accordingly, using brief, 
headline statements and bullet points. The first section is standard text for all programme 
specifications and should therefore not be amended: subsequent sections should be 
completed by individual authors.) 
Why study at SOAS? 

SOAS is unique as the only higher 
education institution in the UK specialising 
in the study of Africa, Asia and the Middle 
East. The School also has the largest 
concentration of specialist faculty 
concerned with the study of these areas at 
any university in the world. SOAS is 
consistently ranked among the top higher 
education institutions in the UK and the 
world and it also offers a friendly, vibrant 
environment for students in a diverse and 
close-knit community. 
 

What is special about this programme? 
In an era of inter-regional conflict, 
globalisation, and unprecedented cultural 
exchange via social media, individuals with 
inter-cultural competency—the ability to 
exchange values and concepts, to value 
and communicate different modes of 
understanding in the marketplace of 
ideas—are likely to be in huge demand. 
That means developing an understanding 
of a wide range of culturally specific ways 
of thinking and being and of being able to 
converse in more than one intellectual 
language or system of thought. A familiarity 
with ways of thinking that are rooted in 



[2] 
 

Asian, African and the Middle Eastern 
cultures is an asset: intellectually, socially, 
and economically. 
 
SOAS is uniquely placed to offer a 
philosophy programme that can equip 
students with the skills and training to meet 
this challenge. Not only do we have a 
range of unparalleled expertise in the 
religious and philosophical traditions of the 
non-western world, complemented by 
lecturers who are trained in and conversant 
with European philosophical traditions, the 
wide range of languages offered in the 
School ensures that our students will have 
the opportunity to encounter philosophical 
traditions in their original linguistic contexts.  
 
A degree in philosophy from SOAS, with its 
particular focus on the philosophical 
traditions of Asia, Africa, and the Middle 
East, will enable our graduates to have an 
additional advantage to those students 
trained solely in the European 
philosophical traditions. Our graduates will 
be conversant with the formal 
epistemological systems and traditions of 
argumentation, political thought, and 
analysis from a wider range of societies 
than those of the traditional philosophy 
graduate. Thus in addition to the ability to 
think critically and logically, acquired 
through the study of philosophy in general, 
the study of philosophies  from Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East will enable students to 
take a broad and comprehensive view, to 
listen attentively to and understand others’ 
viewpoints with empathy, and deep cultural 
insight. With these skills in hand, thus they 
have the capacity to become effective 
mediators between people and societies, in 
complex and demanding environments and 
situations. 

Who would it suit? 
This degree will suit high-performing 
students with a global outlook, an interest 
in diverse philosophical traditions and 
cultural parameters of non-Western 
societies, coupled with an aptitude in 
intellectual history and critical thought.   
 
A degree in philosophy is highly regarded 
by employers of many kinds. Whilst 
degrees in vocational subjects like 
business, finance, law, marketing or media 
studies provide immediate skills and 
practical tools for gaining entry into the 
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employment market, a degree in 
philosophy focuses on developing the 
fundamental and essential attributes on 
which these skills depend. Philosophy 
teaches the student how to analyse and 
communicate ideas in a clear, rational and 
comprehensive manner. Students of 
philosophy learn solid argumentation skills 
and critical analysis: they learn how to 
learn, how to think, and how to 
communicate their ideas effectively and 
persuasively via training in both logic and 
rhetoric. With such in-depth grounding, 
philosophy graduates are likely to develop 
into well-rounded, mature, thoughtful and 
articulate employees. Studying formal logic 
helps students acquire skills in symbol 
manipulation, formal systems and abstract 
thinking and it also influences the wider 
skills of analysis and a detailed 
understanding of argument structure. 
These skills are of immediate value in, for 
example, computer and information 
management careers and in all contexts 
where precision, clarity and sophisticated 
abstract planning and analysis are 
required. These are the skills that 
employers indicate are so important for 
management and leadership roles. The 
skills of vision, creativity and analytical 
power being developed through the study 
of philosophy will thus be of premium 
value. 
 
As such, employability on completion of 
this degree can be expected to be high in a 
variety of fields which involve familiarity 
with both global perspectives and training 
in specific regional cultural and 
philosophical contexts. Such a degree will 
be of value to those students wishing to 
pursue careers that require the acute ability 
to negotiate with other cultures and 
communities at all levels, from international 
development, finance and banking, the civil 
service, human-rights and international 
law, diversity management, journalism, as 
well as the diplomatic corps, and in 
transnational policy formation roles. 

Programme structure 
The structure of the BA World 
Philosophies, taken as a single-subject 
honours degree, ensures that students 
gain a rigorous grounding in core 
philosophical themes, concepts, problems 
and approaches drawn from European, 
Anglophone, and non-European 
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philosophical traditions with an 
accompanying flexibility built in to enable 
regional or thematic specialism or 
language capability. The joint honours 
degree, ‘BA World Philosophies and …’ 
enables students to combine study of the 
core and compulsory components of World 
Philosophies with a number of other 
subject areas offered in the School.  
 
Courses to the equivalent of 4 full units 
must be taken in each year of the degree. 
In each year, units to the equivalent of 2 
full units are compulsory with students free 
to select a further 2 from a list of options.  
 
The first year of the programme provides 
an essential foundation in World 
Philosophies, and introduces core topics in 
Philosophy, with additional options 
available that enable focus on discrete 
traditions, a language, or thematic 
components. 
 
The second year builds on the foundations 
established in the first year, enabling 
students to grapple with questions of 
interpretation, hermeneutics, 
phenomenology, and dialogue between 
and within philosophical traditions. Core 
components of philosophical methods and 
concepts are also taught and students are 
encouraged to develop a regional or 
thematic specialism, choosing from a wide 
range of options that address philosophical 
themes or offer training in specific 
philosophical traditions. Language training 
is also encouraged. 
 
The third and final year is characterised 
by a focus on epistemology and critique, 
independent research, and the 
consolidation of a chosen regional or 
thematic specialism. All students doing 
World Philosophy as either a Single or 
Joint Honours degree undertake a 
supervised Independent Study Project 
which is intended to consolidate and 
extend a student’s philosophical tradition-
based understanding and knowledge 
applied to prominent themes or debates in 
the field of World Philosophies. 
 

Assessment summary 
Courses offered on the BA World 
Philosophies are assessed through a 
combination of short and long essays, 
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response papers, written examinations, in-
class exercises, and oral presentations. An 
overall percentage mark is awarded for 
each course, based on the marks awarded 
for individual assessment items within each 
course.  

 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
(The initial statement below is standard text regarding the School’s general entrance 
requirements and should not be amended. There is then the opportunity for authors to 
add any requirements/arrangements specific to the programme.) 
 
SOAS has general minimum entrance requirements for registration for an undergraduate 
degree and these can be viewed at (http://www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/ug/entryreq/) 
 
(Authors to add any additional requirements specific to the programme. Authors should 
also insert any relevant information regarding admission processes e.g. interview.) 
 
PROGRAMME AIMS  
What will this programme give the student an opportunity to achieve? 
(Programme aims are broad statements of intent which should reflect the School’s 
purpose in offering the programme of study. They are overall, synoptic statements which 
should be presented as bullet points (there should not normally be more than three or 
four of them). They should be written in language which is accessible to a lay audience 
(the use of jargon should be avoided, and any acronyms should be explained).) 
 
 To train students in foundational philosophical concepts, practices, and themes 

(logic, hermeneutics, epistemology, ontology, ethics, aesthetics, etc.).  

 To develop a critical awareness of the dynamic range of philosophical traditions 
and the intellectual value of expanding the horizons of western philosophy 
through exposure to philosophical traditions of Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 

 To encourage a dialogical approach to the study of philosophy by bringing 
together the study of western philosophical traditions with non-western 
philosophies in their vernacular, historical, and contemporary contexts. 

 To develop a deep understanding of a range of culturally specific systems of 
thought and the ability to converse in more than one intellectual language or 
system of thought. 
 

 To enable specialism in philosophical traditions or themes and exposure to the 
languages through which these other philosophies express themselves.  

 
 
 
PROGRAMME LEARNING OUTCOMES 
What will the student learn? 
(Learning outcomes are statements of what a student is expected to know/understand/do 
by the end of the programme. They are set at a level appropriate to the award, and 
authors might find it helpful to refer to the QAA Framework for Higher Education 
Qualifications 
(http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/Quality-Code-
Chapter-A1.pdf ) for further information on levels of awards. Learning outcomes are 
related to teaching, learning and assessment methods described later in the programme 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/admissions/ug/entryreq/
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/Quality-Code-Chapter-A1.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/Quality-Code-Chapter-A1.pdf
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specification, and to the curriculum, but are expressed as general statements of learning 
under four headings:  
Knowledge: normally subject-based, describing the factual/conceptual base of the field 
of study and the level of complexity to be achieved. 
Intellectual (thinking) skills: might encompass independent research, analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation of concepts, problem solving, interpretation of statistical data, 
critical literature review, resource discovery (electronic and print) etc. 
Subject-based practical skills: these will be discipline specific, for example 
performance skills, design and creative skills, IT skills for data processing etc. 
Transferable skills: broader skills for life, which might include problem solving, oral and 
written communication, accessing and exploitation of electronic information resources, 
teamwork or other skills particularly relevant to specific subsequent employment.   
Again, bullet points should be used and three or four learning outcomes in each section 
would be appropriate. Please keep in mind the student audience and use language which 
is fit for purpose. It is also helpful to focus on aspects which might make the programme 
distinctive or even unique. Where a programme has a number of pathways, it is useful to 
identify any learning outcomes that are specific to each pathway.) 
 

Knowledge  
• Familiarity with core concepts, themes, and arguments in the discipline of 

Philosophy; 
• Knowledge of the history of Philosophy as a discipline; 
• Fluency in a range of philosophical traditions and systems of thought from Asia, 

Africa and the Middle East; 
• Training in theories and practices of criticism and interpretation in relation to 

western philosophical systems, both analytic and continental. 
• Training in theories and practices of criticism and interpretation in relation to core 

topics in world philosophies, historical and contemporary. 
• Knowledge of a variety of intellectual frameworks and key concepts that enable 

close engagement with the core problematic of intellectual insularity and the 
value of dialogue across philosophical traditions. 

Intellectual (thinking) skills 
• Precision in assessment of evidence and argumentation. 
• Capacity to discuss philosophical concepts and problems in an articulate, 

informed, and intellectual manner. 
• Critical acumen in the assessment of philosophical arguments and 

interpretations; 
• The ability to assess evidence and arguments independently; 
• Effective presentation of complex philosophical arguments; 
• Development and application of self-reflexive approaches to dominant issues in 

the field of world philosophies. 

Subject-based practical skills 
• Application of logic and critical thinking to both abstract and real-world problems; 
• Ability to assess complex arguments in cultural context; 
• Ability to develop and articulate clear and strong arguments across a range of 

contentious issues and debates. 
• Academic and professional writing to the highest standards; 
• IT-based information retrieval, processing and data organization; 
• Research project design 
• Presentational skills 
• Independent study skills 
• Reflexive learning 

Transferable skills 
• Problem solving, argumentation, and research skills 
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• Oral and written communication 
• Critical and independent thought 
• Synthesising of difficult and wide ranging empirical material 
• Regional, tradition-based, and/or linguistic specialism 
• Working to deadlines and to high standards of presentation and argumentation 
• Ability to make assessments involving complex factors 

 
 
 
PROGRAMME STRUCTURE AND REQUIREMENTS FOR GAINING AN AWARD 
How will the student’s study be structured? How will they achieve an award? 
(The initial statement below is standard text regarding SOAS requirements relating to the 
structure and duration of programmes and requirements for gaining an award and should 
not be amended. Individual authors should then complete the programme structure 
diagram with information relevant to this programme.) 
 
Structure, duration and requirements for gaining an award 
SOAS has standard requirements relating to the structure and duration of undergraduate 
programmes and for the award and classification of these programmes.  
Details can be found at http://www.soas.ac.uk/registry/degreeregulations/  
 
Programme structure diagram 
Below is a structure diagram for this programme. 
(To be completed by individuals completing the template. It is intended that the structure 
grid should provide a clear picture of the course units to be taken as the student 
progresses through the programme. The “status” column should indicate whether the 
course is “core”, “compulsory” etc. The final column provides an opportunity for authors 
to add any further relevant information which might relate to options, prerequisites, 
pathways etc.) 
 
BA World Philosophies (single subject) 
 

Level Year of study Course 
code 

Course title Credit Status Notes 

Year ONE (note: half unit courses in ‘Aesthetics’, ‘Philosophy of Mind’, and ‘Political Philosophy’ will be 
developed in subsequent years to supplement the compulsory half unit courses but will also be available in 
year 3 as options that may be selected from list II below) 
BA 1 TBC Introduction to World 

Philosophies 
30 Core  

BA 1  TBC Introduction to Logic, 
Critical Reasoning and 
Argumentation 

15 Compulsory  

BA 1  TBC Metaphysics in 
Comparative 
Perspective 

15 Compulsory  

BA 1  Two 0.5 foundation 
units must be selected 
from the following list in 
order to ensure 
students are 
familiarised with the 
historical and social 
contexts for the 
traditions of philosophy 
that develop out of 
various religious 

30 Compulsory  

http://www.soas.ac.uk/registry/degreeregulations/
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cultures. These 
foundation courses will 
enable students to 
develop knowledge on 
which to build a 
specialism in a tradition 
of philosophy in 
subsequent years: 
 
Buddhism: Foundation 
(158000110) 
Hinduism: Foundation 
(158000118) 
Islam: Foundations 
(158000189) 
Judaism: Foundation 
(158000148) 
Religions of East and 
Central Asia 
(158000100) 

BA 1  Courses to the 
equivalent of 1 full unit 
should be chosen from 
the Open Options 
available to first-year 
students. Students are 
encouraged to 
consider choosing a 
language. 

30 Optional  

Year TWO 
BA 2 158000135 Anglo-European 

Philosophies and 
Critical Dialogue: 
Hermeneutics and 
Beyond 

30 Compulsory Was 
‘Advanced 
Theory and 
Method in the 
Study of 
Religions’ 

BA 2 TBC Comparative Ethics 15 Compulsory  
BA 2 TBC Philosophies of 

Language 
15 Compulsory  

BA 2  Courses to a minimum 
equivalent of 1 full unit 
and maximum of 2 
must be selected from 
the list ‘Traditions of 
Philosophy’ (List II) 
provided below. 

30-60 Optional  

BA 2  Courses to the 
equivalent of 1 full unit 
may be chosen from 
the list of Extra-
Departmental units (list 
III) or relevant 
languages (list IV) 
listed below. 

15-30 Optional  

Year THREE 
BA 3 158000116 ‘The Margins of 

Philosophy’: 
30 Compulsory Formerly 

‘Critical 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000110.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000118.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000189.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000148.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000100.html
http://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/158000100.html
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Postcolonial, Gender, 
and Queer 
Epistemologies 

Theory and 
the Study of 
Religions’ 

BA 3 TBC ISP in World 
Philosophies 

30 Compulsory  

BA 3  Courses to a minimum 
equivalent of 1 full unit 
and maximum of 2 
must be selected from 
the list ‘Traditions of 
Philosophy’ (List II) 
provided below. 

30-60 Optional  

BA 3  Courses to the 
equivalent of 1 full unit 
may be chosen from 
the list of Extra-
Departmental units (list 
III) or relevant 
languages (list IV) 
listed below. 

15/30 Optional  

II. Traditions of Philosophy (students MUST select ONE but may select up to two units-worth (60 credits) 
from this list in each of years 2 and 3; additional courses will be added as the programme develops. These 
will include ‘Classical Chinese Thought and ‘East Christian Philosophical Perspectives’ which will be 
developed over the course of the coming year) 

BA 2/3 155901397 African Philosophy 15 Option  
BA 2/3 155901398 Afrophone 

Philosophies 
15 Option Prerequisite: 

‘African 
Philosophy. 

BA 2/3 TBC Buddhist Philosophy 30 Option Prerequisite: 
‘Buddhism: 
Foundation’ 

BA 2/3 158000172 Death and the Meaning 
of Life 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 158000188 Developments in 
Muslim Religious 
Thought  

15 Option Strongly 
recommended 

as 
prerequisite: 

Islam: 
Foundation 

BA 2/3  15PSRH018 East Asian Buddhist 
Thought  

15 Option This course is 
being 

amended to 
become a 

joint BA/MA 
course 

BA 2/3 158000168 Jewish Identity 15 Option Formerly 
‘Jewish 

Identity from 
Ancient to 
Modern 
Times’ 

BA 2/3 1580000192 Modern Indian 
Philosophy 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 158000178 Modern Jewish 
Thought 

15 Option Formerly 
‘Rationalism 
and Judaism: 

From 
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Maimonides, 
Spinoza and 

Freud until the 
Present’ 

BA 2/3 158000054 Non-Violence in Jain 
Literature, Philosophy 
and Law 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 158000005 Religion, Power, and 
Society in Modern 
Africa 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 158000123 Religious Philosophies 
of Ancient and 
Medieval India 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 158000156 The Holocaust and the 
Problem of Evil 

15 Option Formerly 
‘Representati

ons of the 
Holocaust’ 

III. Extra Departmental Options: (students MAY select course options amounting generally to no more than 
1 unit (30 credits) from this list in each of years 2 &3) 

BA 2/3 154900181 Exploring the Arts of 
Southeast Asia: 
Aesthetics and Politics 
of Sexual Difference 

15 Option  

BA 2/3 154900180 Exploring Theravadin 
Buddhist Art: 
Aesthetics and Politics 
of Non-Self 

15 Option  

BA 3 152900069 General Linguistics 30 Option  
BA 2/3 153400001 Introduction to Political 

Theory 
30 Option  

BA Any 155901338 Islamic Intellectual 
Tradition 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 155200037 Islamic Law 30 Option  
BA 3 152900021 Issues in Semantics 15 Option Prerequisite: 

Intermediate 
Semantics 

BA 2/3 152900086 Language and 
Meaning I 

15 Option  

BA 3 155200064 
 

Law, Multiculturalism 
and Rights 

30 Option  

BA 3 TBC Neoliberalism, 
Democracy and 
Development 

15 Option  

BA 2/3 155800086 Music and Religion in 
South Asia 

15 Option  

BA 3 155900882 Readings in Japanese 
Intellectual History 

15 Option Prerequisite: 
‘Intermediate 

level 
Japanese’ 

BA 3 155901297 Readings in Sanskrit 
Systematic Thought 

30 Option Prerequisite: 
‘Sanskrit I’ 

BA 2 152900088 Intermediate 
Semantics 

15 Option Prerequisite: 
General 

Linguistics  
BA Any 151801003 Social Theory 30 Option  

IV. Relevant Languages (students may select one language unit per year) 
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BA Any 155900874 Basic Japanese 1 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155900875 Basic Japanese 2 30 Option Prerequisite: 

Basic 
Japanese 1 

BA 2/3 155901345 Intermediate Japanese 
1 

30 Option Prerequisites: 
Basic 

Japanese 2 
(155900875) 
or equivalent 

BA 3 155901346  Intermediate Japanese 
2 

30 Option Prerequisites: 
Intermediate 

Japanese 1 or 
equivalent 

BA Any 155900834 Hausa 1 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155900324 Hausa 2(a) 

intermediate 
30 Option Prerequisites: 

Hausa I or 
equivalent 

BA 3 155900327 Hausa 3(a) advanced 30 Option Prerequisites: 
Hausa II(A) 

(155900324) 
or equivalent. 

BA Any 155900985 Swahili 1 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155900986 Swahili 2a intermediate 30 Option Pre-requisite: 

Swahili I 
BA 3 155900635 Swahili 3 30 Option Prerequisites: 

Swahili II (or 
equivalent). 

BA Any 155900833 Yoruba 1 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155900935 Yoruba 2 30 Option Pre-requisite: 

Yoruba 1 
BA Any 155901219 Chinese 104: 

Introduction to 
Classical Chinese 

30 Option  

BA 2/3 155901234 Special course in 
Chinese: Reading 
Classical and Literary 
Chinese 

30 Option Prerequisites: 
Working 

knowledge of 
about 500-

800 
characters. 

Students will 
be given a 
placement 

test to 
determine 

level. 
BA Any 155901217 Chinese 101: 

Elementary Modern 
Chinese Language 1 

30 Option  

BA Any 155901387 Intensive Elementary 
Tibetan 

60** Option  

BA 2/3 155901289 Intermediate Classical 
Tibetan 

30 Option Prerequisites: 
Elementary 
Classical 
Tibetan 

BA Any 155901202 Arabic 100 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155900897 Arabic 2 30 Option Prerequisites: 
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Arabic 1 (or 
equivalent 
standard). 

BA 2/3 155901203 Arabic 200 30 Option Prerequisites: 
Arabic 100 or 

equivalent. 
BA 3 155901204 Arabic 300 30 Option Prerequisites: 

Arabic 200 or 
equivalent. 

BA Any 155901053 Elementary Written 
Persian 

30 Option  

BA Any 155901365 Elementary Qur'anic 
Arabic 

30 Option Prerequisites: 
Students may 
not take this 
course and 
Arabic 100 

(155901202) 
as they are 

both 
elementary 

Arabic 
language 
courses. 

BA 2/3 155901374 Intermediate Qur'anic 
Arabic 

30 Option Prerequisites: 
Elementary 

Qur'anic 
Arabic 

(155901365) 
or equivalent. 

BA 2/3 155900801 Persian Language 2 30 Option Prerequisites: 
Persian 

language I. 
BA 3 155900802 Persian Language 3 30 Option Prerequisites: 

Persian 
language II. 

BA Any 155901242 Persian Language 1 60** Option  
BA Any 155900916 Elementary Hebrew 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155900894 Intensive Modern 

Hebrew 
30 Option Prerequisite: 

Elementary 
Hebrew 

BA Any 155900948 Basic Pali 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155901323 Introduction to Prakrit 15 Option  
BA 2/3 155901324 Readings in Prakrit 15 Option Prerequisite: 

Introduction to 
Prakrit 

BA Any 155901303 Sanskrit Language 1 30 Option  
BA 2/3 155901304 Sanskrit Language 2 30 Option Prerequisite: 

Sanskrit 
Language 1 

 
** Students wishing to select this option will need to get the special permission of the programme 
convenor and agree a course unit configuration that ensures that the basic compulsory 
requirements of the programme are met.  

 
The availability of optional/elective courses may vary in a given academic session due to 
factors such as staff absence and student numbers.  For an up to date list of courses 
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running in a given academic session please refer to the degree structures as listed on the 
SOAS website for the degree programmes taught by each Department. 
 
 
TEACHING, LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT 
What methods will be used to achieve the learning outcomes? 
(Provide details of the teaching, learning and assessment methods to be used, cross-
referenced to the learning outcomes given above (listing under the same four headings 
might be helpful). Audience awareness is again important in relation to language used. 
The following examples might provide general guidance: 
Knowledge: subject knowledge is often developed through lectures and seminars, 
supplemented by directed study of texts/journal articles and by assignment or project 
work. Assessment is generally through unseen written examinations, but most 
assessment methods will require some demonstration of subject knowledge and 
understanding. 
Intellectual (thinking) skills: skills such as analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 
application are often practised and demonstrated through active learning processes 
involving assignments or projects, and group learning activities (seminars/tutorials, 
workshops, fieldtrips etc). Assessment might utilise written examinations or problem-
based exercises. Independent project work or research dissertations might be used to 
demonstrate subject-specific intellectual skills. 
Subject-based practical skills: this will vary from discipline to discipline, but will 
generally require development through opportunities to practise the activity in an 
appropriate learning context (for example in a laboratory, studio or work placement). 
Workbooks/practice manuals might also be provided. Assessment of competence in 
exercising a practical skill must involve demonstration of it. 
Transferable skills: skills that are readily transferable to employment and related 
contexts such as communication, teamwork etc can be developed through naturally 
arising opportunities within the curriculum or through work placements. Written 
communication will be enhanced through essay/dissertation writing or writing up projects. 
Oral communication can be developed in presentations and group work. Team working 
skills may be demonstrated and assessed through collaborative projects.)  
 

Knowledge 
 Acquisition through course work, examinations, long essays and dissertation; 
 Acquisition through core seminar sessions and seminar presentations and 

discussions; 
 Acquisition through supervised individual research and supervised coursework, 

regular monitoring and feedback on student progress. 

Intellectual (thinking) skills 
 Acquisition of all skills will be fostered through the programme’s core and 

compulsory courses, subsidiary courses that offer training in specific non-western 
philosophical traditions and systems of thought, independent study projects 
(ISPs), and individual supervision of research topics. 

 Development of judgment about validity and cogency of complex forms of 
argumentation will be fostered through training in reading practices, the 
production of essays and critical reflection papers in the assessed journal 
components of the three core course seminar syllabi, as well as in-class 
presentations and exercises, through the assessment forms of the subsidiary 
courses, and through individual ISP supervisions. 

Subject-based practical skills 
 Acquisition of logic and critical thinking to both abstract and real-world problems 

through coursework and exercises in compulsory course ‘Introduction to Logic, 
Critical Reasoning and Argumentation; 

 Acquisition of ability to assess complex arguments in cultural context, and ability 
to develop and articulate clear and strong arguments across a range of 
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contentious issues and debates through coursework, practical exercises , and 
examinations in all courses across the core and subsidiary syllabi; 

 Acquisition of academic and professional writing skills through the preparation of 
long essays, seminar reports and presentations, and ISP. 

 Acquisition of information retrieval and analysis skills through course teaching 
and training sessions offered by the Library and Information Services staff and 
the Academic Development Directorate. 

 Acquisition of presentational and research skills through seminar presentations 
and ISP workshops. 

 Acquisition of essays writing techniques, research skills, and presentation 
techniques through skill workshops offered by the Academic Development 
Directorate and feedback on coursework; 

 Acquisition of independent study skills and research techniques through 
supervised individual research and writing (ISPs and long essays). 

 Acquisition of reflexive learning through seminar discussion, production of 
research journals in each core course, and supervised coursework. 

Transferable skills 
 Problem solving, argumentation, synthesis, critical assessment, and research 

skills through in-class exercises, coursework (long and short essays and 
response papers), seminar presentations and discussions, examinations; 

 Oral communication through seminar presentations and class discussions; 
 Concise and clear written communication through essay and dissertation writing; 
 Regular monitoring and feedback on student progress throughout each year of 

the programme; 
 Substantial elements of independent learning, with regular feedback and 

discussion with supervisors; 
 Regular seminar discussion, seminar presentations, research training workshops 

to support ISPs, and individual supervisions. 
 
 
 
REFERENCE POINTS 
What has been the basis for the design of this programme? 
(Include reference points to demonstrate that what students will achieve has currency in 
academic, professional or employer communities. These might include: 
 
1. School Learning and Teaching Strategy 
2. Faculty Learning and Teaching Strategy 
3. Staff research 
4. QAA framework for higher education qualifications 
5. Published resources from the British Philosophical Association 
6. QAA subject benchmark for Philosophy 
7. Comparison with similar programmes in the UK, Europe and North America. 
 
 
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
(The following text is standard information common to all programme specifications and 
should not be amended by individuals completing the template except where indicated.) 
SOAS has internal procedures to assure the quality of provision to be offered to students 
and to enhance the quality in the light of experience following delivery, taking into 
account the input of external experts and students. The procedures are set out in the 
School’s Quality Assurance Handbook and can be viewed at 
( http://www.soas.ac.uk/add/qualityassurance/quality-assurance-handbook/). 
 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/add/qualityassurance/quality-assurance-handbook/
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SOAS is also subject to periodic external review from bodies such as the Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education and relevant professional and statutory 
regulatory bodies. 
 
The procedures described in the Quality Assurance Handbook are in place to provide a 
high quality student experience for those choosing to study at SOAS, and student input 
and evaluation of their experiences is greatly valued. Students make an input to the 
ongoing development of their programmes, and the environment in which they operate, in 
a number of ways, including: 

• formal student evaluation as part of the annual programme review; 
• student representation on School committees at various levels (through the 

Students’ Union) where many relevant issues are discussed; 
• Student representation on BA World Philosophies programme management committee 
• Student representation at departmental meetings 

 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
(The following text is standard information common to all programme specifications and 
should not be amended by individuals completing the template except where indicated.) 
Add in links to other relevant information, both internal and external, including: 

• SOAS Vision and Strategy Statement; 
• Undergraduate and Postgraduate Handbooks; 
• Departmental handbooks; 
• Quality Assurance Handbook; 
• Separate regs link; 
• UCAS website; 
• QAA website; 

 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/directorate/soas2016/file23384.pdf
http://www.soas.ac.uk/infocomp/foi/pubscheme/students/file22914.pdf
http://www.soas.ac.uk/infocomp/foi/pubscheme/students/file22915.pdf
http://www.soas.ac.uk/add/qualityassurance/quality-assurance-handbook/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/

	Non-Violence in Jain Literature, Philosophy and Law
	General Linguistics
	Neoliberalism, Democracy and Development

