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1
 The term vimukat jati encompasses approximately 200 heterogeneous communities across India 

whose collective identity is defined by their previous notification under the Criminal Tribes Act 

(1871) rather than shared attributes based on culture, religion or ethnicity. Throughout this essay I use 

the term vimukat jati - meaning liberated community – because this was the term most widely used in 

petitions and representations to the government in Punjab. In contemporary India, they are known as 

Denotified Tribes. 
2
 A version of the paper was presented at the graduate workshop Radical South Asia: Protests, 

Interventions and Movements held at the South Asia Institute, SOAS, London 9/10
th
 May 2016. I am 

grateful to Professor David Mosse and Shreya Sinha for their comments. 
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3
 The Constitution permits preferences for 3 categories of groups: Scheduled Castes (Arts. 15, 16, 46, 

341, Cf. Arts. 330 & 332); Scheduled Tribes (Arts. 15, 16, 335, 342, Art. 244, Vth & VIth Schs, Cf. 

Arts. 330 &332); Other (socially and educationally) backward classes (Arts. 15, 16, 46) 
4
 Rao (2009: 16) 

5
 Compensatory discrimination is the term coined by Marc Galanter to refer to the constitutional 

safeguards inaugurated for the Backward Classes. (1991) 
6
 NAI: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), 1980, 73/20/80-HPP 

7
 Ibid 

8
 Demands have shifted at times to demand a separate vimukat jati category of reservation 

9
 This view was expressed during fieldwork in Patiala in April 2016 

10
 Arora (2007: abstract) 

11
 The term „becoming tribal‟ is one used by Townsend Middleton to describe the process by which 

communities attempt to obtain recognition as Scheduled Tribe. (2016) 
12

 Ibid 
13

 Karlsson (2001) 
14

 Middleton (2016: 58) 
15

 Gopal Jayal (2011) 
16

 NAI: Ministry of States, P Branch, 1950, 16(12)-P/50 
17

 Ambagudia (2011: 34) 
18

 Xaxa (2005) 
19

 NAI: MHA, 1952, 74/55/52-Public 
20

 NAI: MHA, 1952, 74/14/52-Public 
21

 Middleton (2016: 96) 
22

 Kapila (2008) 
23

 The Report of the Advisory Committee on the Revision of the Lists of Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes (Government of India) 
24

 Povinelli (2002: 6) 
25

 Middleton (2016: 7-8) 
26

 Arora (2007: 213) 
27

 Dudley-Jenkins (2003: 3-4) 
28

 Not all of the vimukat jatis traditionally or presently practised nomadic or semi-nomadic lifestyles 

and many nomadic groups had not fallen within the purview of the Criminal Tribes Act 
29

 Rao (2009) 
30

 Middleton (2016: 57) 
31

 H.A. Rose, A Glossary of the Tribes and Castes of the Punjab and North West Frontier Province 

(Lahore, 1970 [1914]) 271 
32

 Kapila (2008)   
33

 The Tribune, 17 April, 1931 
34

 V.P.T. Vivian, A Handbook of the Criminal Tribes of the Punjab (Lahore: Punjab Government 

Press, 1912) 12 
35

 Civil writ petition no.132 of 1975, D/- 5 November 1982, AIR 1983 P&H 230 
36

 Kannabiran (2012: 5) 
37

 Chandra (2013: 148) 
38

 Uday Chanda argues that whilst primitivism was an evolving ideology it „defend[ed] imagined 

aboriginal ways of life in a modern age… [and] sought to civilize savages through commercial and 

educational initiatives without threatening their folklore, languages or community structures.‟ (2013) 
39

 Ambagudia (2011); Damodaran (2006); Kapila (2008) 
40

 Bhukya (2010); Kannabiran (2012) 
41

 Major (1999); Nigam (1990); Radhakrishna (2001) 
42

 NAI: MHA, 1980, 64/22/80-HPP 
43

 Prevention of Juvenile Vagrancy and Begging Bill (1952) for instance 
44

 PSA: Home/Judicial – B Proceedings, 1947, 202 
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45

 PSA: WGB – B Proceedings, 1957, 5 (20) 
46

 Ibid 
47

 Although often presented as a choice, the vimukat jatis were often stuck in a cycle of poverty that 

did not allow them access to other professions 
48

 Middleton (2016); Skaria (1999) 
49

 Damodaran (2006)  
50

 The Tribune, 31 August, 1981 
51

 Italics added by author. Article 16 
52

 NAI: MHA, 1980, 73/20/80-HPP 
53

 Gopal Jayal (2011: 193) 
54

 Baxi (2012: 180) 
55

 Blomley and Clark (1990) 
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