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1. [bookmark: _uv26l2um2wpi]Overview:

The Harmony with Nature Society was founded in 2022 on the principle that humans exist within Nature as one part of this ongoing, interconnected and interdependent process. Nature is not an object to be used, but a subject with its own agency, interests, and goals. This fact should be reflected in law, policy, governance, and humanity’s decision-making more generally.

The project seeks to increase knowledge, understanding, interaction, and implementation of this concept. Spreading this concept is reflective of SDG 12.8 & the wider goals of the UN Harmony with Nature Programme. This is done on campus at SOAS, University of London, in and across the UK, around the world, and in high-level multilateral meetings, such as the UN General Assembly. The founder, Nate Palmer, is a UN Harmony with Nature Programme Expert Member in Earth-Centred Law. Over the last four years, students have joined from all backgrounds and years of education, from Foundation Year to PhD. Our society’s intranet has over one hundred members and is continuing to grow each year.

The society reflects the ethos of SOAS, University of London. It is diverse in membership, activities, and approaches.

2. [bookmark: _9242vlz8yygk]Key Activities:

In general, the activities of the society can be put into 5 categories: Workshops and Seminars, Policy Engagement and Advocacy, Research and Public Scholarship, Community and Stakeholder Engagement, and Interacting with Nature.

Workshops and Seminars: 

· River Rights and Harmony with Nature
· Rights of Nature Beyond
· Nature Governance Agency: Onboarding Nature Toolkit
· Exploring Rights of Nature in Practice
· Theoretical Foundations for Rights of Nature
· Earth Jurisprudence and Decolonising Development
· Representative Model Workshop (for SU Sustainability Officer Position)
· Creating Synergies between International Law and Rights of Nature
· Harmony with Nature Film Screenings with Earth Law Centre and other films
· Rights, Human Rights and Rivers


Policy Engagement and Advocacy:

· Ongoing discussion with elected officials on Rights of Nature
· Attending demonstrations related to rights of nature, river health, etc.
· Panellist on All-Party Parliamentary Group on Intergenerational (MPs & House of Lords) - upcoming
· UNGA Contribution to High-Level meeting on Harmony with Nature and Living Well

Research and Public Scholarship:

· LEDC Environmental Policy Clinic Research Reports 
· Blog posts and social media outreach (under-construction)
· Harmony with Nature module for MA/LLM Students
· Ongoing research by Nate Palmer

Community and Stakeholder Engagement:

· Elected as ‘human face’ for Nature as the SU Sustainability Officer 2023/2024, working with SU Sustainability Officer in 2024/2025
· Engaged in Project with SOAS, and London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and University of London to increase biodiversity on campus (May 2025 Pollinator Planting Day)
· Built links between various societies on campus related to our goals (Beekeeping Society, Gardening Society, Herb Society, etc)
· Increased knowledge of HwN on campus through workshops, seminars, etc
· Film screenings relevant to HwN to engage student body and wider HwN network


Interacting with Nature:
· Hikes around London 
· Trips to Kew Gardens and Knepp Rewilding Project 
· General park hangouts
· Gardening activities on campus


3. [bookmark: _tk18g5vovjr]Partners and Collaborators:

· The Law Environment and Development Centre
· Lawyers for Nature
· Earth Law Centre
· Environmental Law Foundation
· Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature
· UK Rights of Nature Network
· Interdisciplinary Network on the Study of the Rights of Nature (INSRoN)
· Professors, Lawyers, and activists across the world
· IUCN, UNDP/UNEP, UN Harmony with Nature Programme
· SOAS, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, University of London
· Beekeeping Society SOAS
