Learning Advisors,  2025-2026

Specific Learning Differences and Neurodiversity at SOAS

What are Specific Learning Differences (SpLDs)?

· SpLDs refer to a difference with aspects of learning such as speed of information processing, working memory. This impacts on reading, time management and writing. 

· SpLDs include dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia, and they often co-occur. 

· Factors such as background, culture, opportunities and educational context will influence how SpLDs are experienced individually

· SpLDs are not connected to intellectual ability and differences are not viewed as deficits.

· [bookmark: _Int_B8Pc8iMa]Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and Autism Spectrum Conditions (ASC) are not SpLDs but can co-occur with a SpLD. 

What is Neurodiversity? 

· Neurodiversity is an inclusive term used to highlight the fact that people think, learn and interact with the world around them in different ways. 
· There is no one or ‘right’ way of thinking, learning or interacting with the world. 
· Neurodiversity includes the SpLDs noted above and encompasses ADHD, ADD and Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC). (see diagram overleaf)

[bookmark: _GoBack]How do I find out if I have a SpLD and/or if I am Neurodiverse?
1. Firstly, come to a drop-in with one of our Learning Advisors to discuss issues that you are having with your studies.  Contact SID  for a drop-in appointment indicating your availability.

2. [image: terms & conditions png - Clip Art Library]At the drop-in you may be recommended to take an online screening test for SpLDs and to discuss the outcome of the screening at a follow up meeting.  

3. If there are sufficient indicators of a SpLD, you will be recommended for a full diagnostic assessment with an external assessor. The assessment is funded by SOAS. 
4. Diagnostic assessments are provided for SpLDs and although ADHD may co-occur with a SpLD, SOAS doesn’t fund a single diagnosis of ADHD or a diagnosis of ASC. Following the meeting with the learning Advisor, you may be recommended to speak to your GP to discuss having an assessment.   
5. If you had college or school exam arrangements it’s important you speak to a Learning Advisor to set up a formal assessment of SpLDs. Contact SID

6. [image: talking clipart black and white - Clip Art Library]After your diagnostic assessment you will be offered a feedback appointment to go through the assessment report and discuss support available. This will include how to get a Study Inclusion Plan (SIP) and  the Disabled Student’s Allowance (DSA) 

Support available:-  The Learning Advisors provide 1-1 study skills and workshops in topics such as time management, reading and writing strategies, exam revision. 
We are based on Lower ground floor, Paul Webley Wing Building (PWW) and are part of the Disability and Neurodiversity team (DNT)
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The Make up of Neuro-Diversity
Specific leaming differences are complex and interelated
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For further information
Neurodiversity in Higher Education Edited by David Pollak
Developmental Adult Neuro-Diversity Association (DANDA)
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