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A message from the the Chaplains

Welcome to a New Academic Year at SOAS!
 
Whether you are arriving on campus for the first time or
returning to continue your journey, we warmly welcome you
with hearts full of hope. A new academic year is more than the
beginning of lectures and assignments. It is an opportunity not
only for intellectual growth but also for the flourishing of your
whole self—heart, mind, body, and spirit. This is a season to
discover more deeply who you are, to ask life's important
questions, and to reflect on what truly matters.
 
Our hope and prayer is that this year will be one of growth in
every sense. May you find inspiration in your studies,
encouragement in your friendships, strength in times of
challenge, and a deep sense of purpose in all that you do.
 
The Chaplaincy is here for you, whatever your faith, beliefs, or
worldview. We offer a welcoming space where you can explore
faith, reflect on life's deeper questions, seek meaning and
purpose, and engage in conversations that inspire hope,
compassion, and the pursuit of justice.
 
Whether you are looking for a quiet place to pause and reflect, a
listening ear, an opportunity to connect with others, or simply a
moment of peace amid the busyness of university life, you are
always welcome here. We look forward to walking alongside you
throughout the year and supporting you as you learn, grow, and
discover the gifts you have to share with the world. All are
welcome.

Wishing you a blessed, joyful, and enriching academic year
ahead.
 
Rebecca & Oscar



Chr ist ianity  and the Chr ist ian  Year

C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  G o o d  N e w s !  
T h e  G o o d  N e w s  t h a t  t h e  G o d  w h o  c r e a t e d  t h e
u n i v e r s e  l o v e s  u s  a n d  i s  n o w  r e s t o r i n g
e v e r y t h i n g  t h r o u g h  h i s  l o v e .  

W h e n  h u m a n i t y  i g n o r e d  H i m ,  a b a n d o n e d  H i m ,
b e t r a y e d  H i m  o r  w e r e  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  H i m ,  “ G o d
s o  l o v e d  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  h e  g a v e  h i s  o n l y  S o n ,
t h a t  w h o e v e r  b e l i e v e s  i n  h i m  s h o u l d  n o t  p e r i s h
b u t  h a v e  e t e r n a l  l i f e ”  ( J o h n  3 : 1 6 ) .

T h r o u g h  t h e  d e a t h  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w e  c a n  b e
r e c o n c i l e d  t o  G o d .  T h r o u g h  h i s  G l o r i o u s
r e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  g i f t  o f  h i s  S p i r i t  w e  c a n
l i v e  a  n e w  l i f e .  

T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  i s  t h e  e v e n t
t h a t  d i v i d e s  a l l  t i m e  b e t w e e n  a  b e f o r e  a n d  a n
a f t e r ,  b o t h  a l l  o v e r  t h e  W e s t e r n  W o r l d  a n d  a l s o
i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s  o f  b e l i e v e r s  w h o
e n c o u n t e r  C h r i s t  a n d  w e l c o m e  h i m  i n  t h e i r
l i v e s .  

T h e  C h r i s t i a n  y e a r  c e l e b r a t e s  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s
o f  C h r i s t i a n  M y s t e r y  t h a t  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t h i s
c e n t r a l  e v e n t :  t h e  d e a t h  a n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e
L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .
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Resources  Nearby 

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h e s  i n
t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  S O A S .  

F o r  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t  s e e :  
h t t p s : / / w w w . s o a s . a c . u k / l o c a l - p l a c e s -
w o r s h i p

T h e  n e a r e s t  C a t h o l i c  c h a p e l  i s  i n  t h e
C a t h o l i c  C h a p l a i n c y  o f  N e w m a n  H o u s e
h t t p s : / / w w w . u n i v e r s i t y c a t h o l i c . n e t /
r e c e p t i o n @ u n i v e r s i t y c a t h o l i c . n e t

T h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( w h e r e  F a t h e r  O s c a r
i s  P a r i s h  P r i e s t )  i s  S t  C h a r l e s  B o r r o m e o
( 1 5  m i n  w a l k  f r o m  S O A S ) :  
h t t p s : / / p a r i s h . r c d o w . o r g . u k / o g l e s t r e e t /

F r  O s c a r  A r d i l a ,  C a t h o l i c  C h a p l a i n  i s  i n
R o o m  3 6 3  e v e r y  W e d n e s d a y  b e t w e e n
2 p m  a n d  3 : 3 0 p m  f o r  f o o d ,  a  c h a t ,
q u e s t i o n s ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  p r a y e r s .  H e  i s
a l s o  o n  C a m p u s  o n  F r i d a y s  a t  2 : 1 5 p m  i n
t h e  M u l t i - f a i t h  r o o m  B 2 0 6  o f  t h e  B r u n e i
G a l l e r y ,  f o r  M a s s ,  l i t u r g y  o r  p r a y e r s .  

Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n  u s  o r  t o  c o n t a c t
h i m  a t :  o a 2 2 @ s o a s . a c . u k



Notable dates

Advent

The Christian year starts with the season of
advent. It looks to the second coming of
Christ in glory and invites believers to
prepare with joyful expectation to celebrate
His first coming in history at Christmas. 

Advent 2026
Sunday 29th November 2026 – 
Friday 25th December 2026. 

Christmas 
Christmas season celebrates the birth and
childhood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Christmas 2026

In many Christian traditions Christmas lasts
twelve days: 24th December 2026 - 5th
January 2027. 

Catholics celebrate from Christmas Eve to
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord from
24th December 2026 - 11th January 2027.

The Week of
Prayer for
Christian Unity
2027

From January 18th to January 25th 2027. 
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Lent

Lent is a time of preparation to celebrate the
focal point of the liturgical year: the death of
the Lord during Holy Week and His
resurrection at Easter. 

Lent Dates 2027
Wednesday 10th Feb ‘Ash Wednesday’ – 
Thursday 25th March 2027.

Holy Week 
Holy Week follows closely the events
surrounding the passion and death of the
Lord.

Holy Week 2027
Sunday 21st March (Palm Sunday) - 
Saturday 27th March 2027 (Holy Saturday).

Easter

Easter celebrates the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ, his glorious ascension and the
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

Easter Dates 2027
Sunday 28th March (Easter Sunday) - 
Sunday 16th May 2027 (Pentecost Sunday).
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