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Polyvocia - The SOAS Journal of Graduate Research
The SOAS Journal of Graduate Research was first
conceived of and executed through the hard work of SOAS
PhD students back in 2005.
The Journal showcases the talent of SOAS' junior
researchers and the expanse of research interests, topics
and regions covered at SOAS and should be seen as an
introduction to the range of research expertise offered by
SOAS' junior researchers.
Re-launched as Polyvocia - The SOAS Journal of
Graduate Research in March 2010, this new name aims to
reflect the diversity of the research student body and of our
research interests.
Polyvocia is available online at:
http://www.soas.ac.uk/research/rsa/journalofgraduaterese
arch/
Submissions can be sent to the editor-in-chief
(rssjournal@soas.ac.uk). These must be in English and
must include a list of illustrations and photocopies of the
illustrations. Please also include an abstract of no more
than 100 words and a brief biographical statement of no
more than 50 words.
All text, including notes, should be double-spaced. For
detailed guidelines on correct submission format, please
email the editor. It is the author’s responsibility to ensure
the manuscript follows the journal’s guidelines. If the
author fails to follow guidelines the manuscript may not be
published.
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Editorial
Polyvocia, the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) Journal of Graduate Research
is published annually through the hard work of SOAS’ graduate students. It was first
conceived in 2005 as the SOAS Graduate Journal, and underwent a re-working and rebranding in 2010 that turned it into Polyvocia. This name was chosen in order to compliment
the multiplicity of approaches and voices among the SOAS research body. Polyvocia thus
showcases the talent of SOAS’ junior researchers and the expanse of their research
interests, topics and regions.
In this, the fifth edition of Polyvocia, we have continued to build on the foundations made by
previous editions to compile an interdisciplinary set of article and book reviews. We would
like to thank those who submitted their articles, and who have edited, re-worked and rewritten various parts of their papers as part of the peer-reviewing process. We are also
thankful to the peer-reviewers for their help and invaluable comments.
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